A comprehensive survey of Bandhavgarh National Park in Madhya Pradesh revealed 44 species in 24 genera and eight subfamilies. Thirty-five species are first time records for Bandhavgarh National Park and Umaria district, and five species are new records for Madhya Pradesh state.
The family Scarabaeidae is one of the largest families in the order Coleoptera, which have both positive as well as negative significance. Dung beetles play an important role in enhancing the nutritional value of the soil, whereas chafers feed on vegetation. The first comprehensive account of Scarabaeid beetles of the Indian region was published by Arrow (1910, 1917, 1931) in three volumes of Fauna of British India and 58 species were reported from Madhya Pradesh, wherein only nine species of the subfamily Scarabaeinae were known from Umaria district. Some other papers on Scarabaeid beetles of Madhya Pradesh and Chhattisgarh were published by Chandra (2000) , and, Chandra and Singh (2004) , but the information on scarabaeid beetles of Bandhavgarh National Park is completely lacking. During the survey of Bandhavgarh National Park undertaken by the Zoological Survey of India in 2002 and 2004, several specimens of scarabaeid beetles were studied, which resulted in the identification of 44 species of 24 genera under eight subfamilies. Thirty-five species are recorded for the first time from Bandhavgarh National Park and Umaria district. Of these, five species are new records to the fauna of Madhya Pradesh. All the species are identified by the senior author and the identified specimens are registered and deposited in the National Zoological Collection of Zoological Survey of India, Jabalpur. (Arrow, 1931) Remarks: Common; known form Umaria District.
